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The pꝛologue. 
He thynge / wherof ws 
| Þ purpoſe nowe to ſpeke / 

is as good a Wozthy to be kno 


| Cpoken of / and alſo the matter 
of it ſelfe / is ſo e ſo clere! 
and lo true that it halbe right 


| caſcly vnderſtanded of any bo 


dp / ye truly / and alſo by lytle 
| chyld2cne / whether they be at 

Parts 02 at Ly6s/at Ueniſe 03 
at Antwerpe / i al lãdes / cõtre⸗ 
ts/x loꝛdſhips:toꝛ there is gret 


ſtoze of marchauntes in euerp - 
| place/wherfoze the thynge ſhal 


be moꝛe euydft: To make ſhoz 
' te/foz to tel al ithts boke/therc 


ſes be bꝛielly touched: And foz 
bycauſe that thersſhuld be no⸗ 
ne ſo hardy to mutmure agaiſt 


£ 


A. ii. 1. 


wen las any other that may be 


is nat one ſoꝛbonique diffichl- Sonbo⸗ 
te. But ſome oucrmanefeſt abu gau 


The pꝛologue. 
(kf, Oꝛels: Ex nunc prout ex 
tune et e contta, That is to 


ſay: From this tyme / as at chat 


tyme peremtozily he is cyted . 
Ad diem niſi. xc. Fo: to com . 


re in the pence of the hy 
maieſty of the wozthy and 44 


nerable loꝛde Pantagruell/the 


which can iuge it tightuoullp. 


ſdꝛ afoze tymes he hath gyuen 
trarucylouſe centeſcs/vnto the 


pꝛofyte of the parties: as it ap 


ptreth in his Annales # Cro⸗ 
nytles. God be pzayſed fox" 
euer. Amen. i | 


* Hete begpnneth the boke 
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ate of matchaun⸗ 
dyſe / kor p tyme of this 
eſtarp / that 
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The boke of marchantes. 
with qute the ſame / none can 


well lyue. yt is woꝛthy pꝛayſe / 


and N. vtyle : ſo that it be 
faithfully entertayned. Howe 
necellary it is / lyuely expericce 
opcnly doth ſhewe it « Fo2 true 
ly it is nedefull / that the a bun 


daunce of one contrep / ſupplye 


and ſatilfye vnto that / whiche 
nedeth in another. And by this 
meanes: laboꝛous / dilpgete lx 


induſtrious perſons be requt- 
ſyte / foꝛ the entertayning ofthe 
publyke welth / the which with 


out fineſſe / fraude / oꝛ ſubteltye 
to haue the diſtributynge / and 
hauntyng / to chaüge ſconſcrue 


and tranſpozte many (oztes of 
matchaũdyles / from one place 
to another/accozdyng vnto the 
cõuenyẽce of tymes / ⁊ the neceĩ 
ſyte ot the people, Unto d wh 
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The boke _ | 
che trewe marchaũtes is right | ft 
lefull / as vnto good and faith t 
full ſeruaũtes of the commune u 
welth / to gaynex p2ofpte mode 3 
ratcly vpo their marchaũdyſe / 5 
foʒ the entertapnynge of they: 
e ſtate / of their perſon / x houſe 
holde / ſo that they bye and ſeil 
in all trewth/ without any cir⸗ 
l. chel. cũuention oꝛ hurte of their ney 
un. bour / without kraude oꝛ any 
decepte / foꝛ if fidelyte / x pure 
veryte be nat founde in them / 
they be no marchautes/but ras 
ther very theues and ſubtyll fo 
lowes. Thiseſtate/ wherof 
FI ſpcke/ as honoꝛable / as it is 

in the tempoꝛal and clupll wel, 
ch / ſo accurſed and deteſtable 
tt is in the diume # ſpirytuall 
lyfe: And foꝛ all that god hath 
permytted in his furour / that 
LY 


| 


| 
# 


thauntes / but furiouſe theues! - 


of Grchaüintet⸗ 
in ſteed of good herdmen / and 
trewe minyſters of his holpe 


wozꝛde / that ther ſhulde come / 


F do nat (ſay alonly gret mars 


c inlactable rauening wolues. 
Ought he nat to be iuged a 


decepuer and a thefe / whiche 


chulde ſell the thige that is nat 


his? oꝛelles / whiche byſubtyll 


meanes / in ſtede of golde and 
ſyluer / ſhuldeſell tine and cops 


per : And the byer /ſhulde nat 


3 


e be begyled and decepued ? 
nlIykemaner/trewly(agreat 
whyle ſythen) vnto the great 
detrimẽt of bodies / ol ſoules / ⁊ 
oodes of the pooꝛe people is 
appyned vnto vs / wh in ſted 


' of faythfull ſeruantes of god! 


whiche ought to codutt x teche 


the poze woyde in the 1 
a 
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The boke 

ſaluation / be entred falſe decey 
uers / nat by the doꝛe / whiche 18 
elu chꝛiſte / but by violence / X 
aue gone bp by an othet way 


And as ſamnt Peter ſatth)mak, | 


ſtet lpers introduſynge ſectes | 


of perdicion / renoũcynge the 
lozde whiche hath bought the / 
blaſphemyng the way oftruth/ 
the which haue made marchaũ 
dile of vs by fayned woꝛdes / 
£o2 ſuche wozkers of iniquite 
haue fo2gotte nothyng/ obmit 
ted nothyng / no2laft nothing / 
but makyng therof marchaun⸗ 
dile at their pleaſurs and wyl/ 
by ſubtyll inuentions: There 
is no ſpitite that coude compꝛe 
hende / noꝛ tonge declare al the 
wares of thele marchauntes / 
but of ſo gret a maruelous hea 
pe / aud pꝛodigious a ae 

e 


vnder their pawes / and the bet 
ter fo2 to conduyte their crafte/ 


of marchauntes. 
de / we muſt touche ſome poin⸗ 
tes leauynge the reſydue vnto 
people of moꝛe ſubtyll vnder⸗ 
ſtãdyng to thinke there vpon. 
Thele marchautes whereof 
we ſpeke here be maruclo? ſub 
tyll / and haue ſo moche multi⸗ 
plied their marchaundiſe and 
werke / that they haue lefte net 
ther to wne no2 vilage / moutal 
noꝛ valey / but Þ they haue fply 
lyd it with their ſhoppes. 
There were neuer moꝛe lub⸗ 
tyll foxes / fo2 thep haue put all 


they make folkes belcue that al 
their matters is right greate 
welth / x nother moe noꝛ lelſe / 
than as the falſe quene Jeſabel 
dyd paint her eyes and all her 
face with red and other payn⸗ 

tyng 
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(The bohe 
tynges / foz to ſeme fupꝛe. So 
... . theleauaricyoule march auͤtes 
couetoule of glozy/paynt their 
wozkes | attributyng vnto the 
ſelue / that / which apptapneth 
vnto the onely god: as iuſtice 
vertue / wyſedom / pardon / mer 
cp / temiſſion of ſynne / hauing 
euer i their mouthes loꝛde god 
thanked be god / in the name of 
god / by the auctoꝛite of god / 


bp klait Peter x ſapnt Poule.⁊c. 


This is the payntinge / and 
colours of their malpce. oꝛ els 
they knowe well / p none wol⸗ 
de let by them / that all theit 
occupation ſhulde ſhoztly rone 
to rupne. * 

In byeng and ſellynge / they 
make good countynance / and 
cominenly they dilgyle theym 
ſelues ! howbeit / in à maner all 
haupng 


—  - 


halomas / Chuſtinas | and lp 


of marchantes 
hauyng they: heddes other ſho 
rne / pylled / oz polled: therfo2e 
it is wꝛytten / that none ſhall 
occupye their marchaundpyſe / 
ik he haue nat the name / z the 
marke of the beſt. 


They occupye / they barter / Appo. 
they lell / and ſell agapne / they x4, 
change / permute / and change a 


gaync / the one with the othet / 
after a matueplouſc facyo. And 


thus to do / the one lerneth the 


other: it is their vocatpon and 
crafte «Their tyme of occupp⸗ 
enge is eue? redye : but fo2 all 
that / they haue ſome great fay 
res / accoꝛdige to the tyme x (ca 
ſon / and alwayes on the great 


hollye dapes / cleane contrary 


vnto all other marchauntes 
whan Eſtcr | Whytſontyd / Al 


ke 
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The boke 
ke dayes do come / which them 
ſelues haue oꝛdeyned / al other 
marchauntes kepe holydap ſa⸗ 
ue theſc/ foz whan it plealeth 
thẽ / there is no occupation noꝛ 
marchaundiſe / but p they wyll 
cauſc it to cealc/ to thende that 
they alone map occupy # woꝛ⸗ 
ke / and that euery body (hall 
come to do the homage / foꝛby⸗ 
cauſe that this ſerueth greatly 
to their wynnpnges. They be 
fate vnlyke al other matchaũt; 
foꝛ ther is fewe lene but Þ they 
be content with ocupieng ſome 
one mancr of matchaudile/the 
one of cloth / p other of beeſt;/Þ 
other of ſpike oz metals / the 
. other of bꝛeed o2 wyne. But 


thinges foꝛ to (ct all vnto (ale / 


thetr occupyenge contepneth a 
hole 


cheſe haue raupſhed at ones al 


* 


of marchauntes. | 
hole woꝛlde / there ts nothynge 
eſcapcd them / but that they ha⸗ 
ue occupied it at their pleaſure 
ve / of men / of women / of lytle 
chyld:en / boꝛne à to be boꝛne / 
of bodyes / of ſoules / and (pt- 
rites of the lyuynge people / of 
the deed cozſes / of the goddes 

v:(pble and inuiſpble / o heut / ang pi 


ok the erth / of helles / of mea⸗ liis eges. 


tes / of tymes ⁊ dapes / of ma⸗ 
riage / ot veſtemẽtes / ſhauyng 
ointinges / arapenges / of bul⸗ 
les [pardons / indulgences / re 
miſſions / bones / relpkes / and 
rogattons / expectations / diſ⸗ 
penſations — of (a 
ctamcntes/and holy wozkes of 
god: Df bꝛeed / wyne / oyle / myl 
ke / egg / butter / cheſe / wat / lalt / 
fyꝛe / fumigations/ cetxmont 


cenſynges / ſonges / melodpes 
wood 
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The boke. 
wood / ſtone / bꝛotherhodes / in⸗ 
uenttons / traditions / falſe de⸗ 
cetuynges / and without nom⸗ 
bꝛe of luche other thinges / by 
the whiche | the pooꝛe people 
beſo dꝛowned / ſhoꝛne / and de⸗ 
uoured / and from their god / ſo 
farre ſette a ſyde / that it is nat 

poſſyble to beleue it. 
i. Coꝛi By ſuche marchauntes / the 
um. woꝛde ok trewth is lette / coꝛ⸗ 
rupted / and blaſphemed / fo2 to 
exalte/anounce / and to publiſh 
their aduoutcroule and falſe 
2 and pet / nat without 
dere ſellynge of them: foꝛ there 
was neuer pꝛocurer / largeant 
of the coil / no2 philyſpon / that 
ſolde theyꝛ woꝛdes ſo dere: as 
che woꝛdes of ſuche patrykes / 
1 wolde * doth: 
ell theirs. "Ie 0 


of marchauntes. 
Jt Quld be nedefull that the 
great ſhepherd / our good ſaui 
our ⁊ redemer / whiche bought TY 
vs wich his pꝛeciouſe blod/nat Pe. 
by golde oꝛ ſyluer / oꝛ other coz 
ruptible thinges / ſhulde come 
with his powꝛe / to dꝛiue a wap 
theſe graete maſtiues / theues / 
marchalites/ finne changers/x . 
abuſers! which occupy the tem 
pt of god / the whiche — 5 
ere befoze tyme / by fpgure 
hath done himſelfe in Hierula⸗ 
lem, and whan his good plea» Jo. it. 
ſure ſhalbe / in vertue of his 
ſpirite / by the werde ol his ho 
ly woꝛde: ſuche a wozke (hall 
he make an ende of. | 
Helas / whan ſhall that be / 
that we ſhal (ſe that accompliſ⸗ 
ched / whiche god hath pꝛomy⸗ 
ſed by his pꝛophete ID 
n 


by 
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if 
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zacha. 
Tiitt. 


* The boke. 
JIn thole dapes there ſhall be 
no moꝛe marchautes i the hou⸗ 
ſc ot the loꝛde. O right deſyꝛe⸗ 


full daye / happye ſhall they be 


touche their ſleyghtneſſe / and 


leyghtneſſe / foz to ſell well / x 


that ſhall ſee the. Tre wly it is 
grct marueple howe the woꝛl⸗ 


de can ſuſtayne ſo hoꝛrible and 


vnreſonable a burthẽ / foꝛ there 
is no deſolatyon on the erthe 
but that it is comen by cheſe 
fearfull and deceytfull mercha 


es » And howbeit / that they 
mater beſo marueplouſe / that | 
tt is ipoſſpble to wꝛyte it plain 


ly, yet we muſte (ome what 


goodly touches of tuglonge. 
In theyz occuppenge / they be 
fyne / ſleight / a a gret dele moꝛe 
than itſemeth. Is it nat a gtet 


in lellynge / to be well payde / z 
1 that 
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of marchantes. 
that the byer fynally (hal haue 
nothing but Þ ſyght- Maiſter 
B2anvon the kynges tuggler 
coulde ſkante do it / but theſe 
can do it well inough. That it 
is thus cueri body ſeeth it / but 


kuerp body doth apperceyue 
it they haue ſo rocked / blided / 


and made beeltly the pooꝛe peo 
CA pꝛoufe. (ple. 
Monge good merchat! 
it hath nat ben (ene that 


euer they haue ſolde the ſyght 
ok their woꝛke . And alſo / it is 


(ayde cõmenlp / the ſyght (hall 
coſt nothinge: pou ſhall (ee foꝛ 
your plealure/and bye fo2 your 


* | money: But theſe lyke vnto iu 


glers oz mommers / haue ler⸗ 


ned to do thus / foꝛ without cel 


linge / thep can ſell right derely 


and ſell agapne the onely light 
* of 
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(The boke 

of they? baggage. Thts that 
I (aye / is beſt knowen in the 
22 townes / where as it any | 


called to dye / by the hande of 


god. Theſe maxchauntes de⸗ 
maũde ſhoztly/ ik they wyll has 


2 


| 
| 


ue the beſt cloth / o2 the myd⸗ 


delmaſt / foz to conduite the 
body vnto the erth. In lyke ma 
ner / if they wyll haue the beeſt 
croſſe oꝛ the wooꝛſt crolle/ and 
as the loꝛte is / lo muſt the pays 
ment be / wherin pooze people 
be euermoch abuſed / foꝛ all thi 
ges well conſpdered / as well 
vnto the dead perſon / as bnto 
the bycr; ita vaylethas moche 
to the one as to the other / as 
touchyng the coꝛps / it is certat 
ne:foꝛ though pe couer it neuet 
ſo moch / he ſhall nat ſwcat/noz 
allo it Wall nat laugh oz 0 751 
| yeto2 


of marchantes. 

ue fo2 the fatrenellc of the cloth 
As touching the folyſſhe byer/ 
it is notable/ fo: though he pat 
neuer (omoche / he carieth nos 
thynge awape but the (yghtc / 
aud the next daye / it ſhall be to 
do as moch foꝛ another. Thus 
can theſe cõning pollers ſletgh 
tely vnfolde and ſhewe / and 
after foldc vp agayne / and cas 
rye awap their trynketes and 
cokcll ſhclles 
Moꝛeouer / is it nat ſleygh⸗ 
teneſſe / foz to haue the factions 
fo2 to ſell marchaundiſe the mo 
re dearer / acco2dynge to the 
ſoꝛte of the raymentes | wher⸗ 
with the marchaunte is a ra⸗ 
yed - ye / and that the matrchaũ 
dyle (hall be neuer a whytte 
the better ⸗ Thele and (uche 
other thonges was neuer lene 
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(asthey (aye) of achanon des 
rer thanof a vycare- ofanaby | 
bot / than of a monke: ofa byſ⸗ 
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CT he boke 
in any marchauntes but theſe / 
and pet without ceaſlyng they 
do it / that nomã adupſeth noꝛ 
no perſon loketh vpon it. 

J alkeof vou / is nat Þ maſſe 


1 


(hop / than of adeane- and ſo 
of other. Ind fo: all that / they 
ſay themſclues / that the maſſe 
of the woꝛſt of them / is as go⸗ 
de as the beſte / the whiche we 
beleue well: Wherfoze J do 
demaunde of them / whence co 
meth ſuche dyuerlytcs of pzys 
ſes/and all oneſelfe marchaun 
viſe? Anſwere they haue none / 
but only fo2 the diuerſpte of rat 
mentes / in the whiche thynge 
they be holly lyke bnto an har⸗ 


lot / the whiche ſelleth her (pls 


thynelle 
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of marchauntes. 
thynelle dere 02 good chepe / ac 


coꝛding vnto p ſoꝛte of her ray 
ment. In this place / theſe gret 
vpypllapns wyll be ryght glad 
that J entreat them (o gentely 
as to compate them only vnto 
aͤn hoꝛe / and that I dyd nat c6- 
pare them vnto the trayter Ju 
das: as one of theyꝛ owne bo⸗ 


kes do name / Stella clericoꝝ Stele 
where the fapze boke ſaithe in eric 


this maner: Qui miſſam ce⸗ 


lebrat pro pecunia, videtur mi⸗ 


chi decore: quid vultis mic hi da 
re,, et ego vobis cum ttadam. 
That is to ſape: Who ſigeth 
malle foꝛ monep / it — me / 
that he lapth: what wyll pou 
gyue me / and J ſhall delyuer 
hi vnto pou. Here be terryble 
marchauntes / which bargapne 
thus with their god. They — 
0 
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The boke 
god and deupll / nothinge efca- 
peth them / they conture / they 
charme the tyme / the hayle / the 
tempeſt / to make ſhoꝛt / they do 
meruaplles in all thinges. 
Tyhep be ſo ſubtyle ⁊ lleight / 
that ot a berp lytle thinge they 
can do great pzofpte / a monge 
other thiges in a maner thet be 


all marchauntes of waxe: but 
vpon the erthe there is nother 


; 


ware chandeler / noꝛ poticary [ 
that coulde wozke after the fas 
cyon. Some poozefoole ſhall 
come bnto the churche (name 
her deuoute if ye wyll) and ſet 
a candell vpon a wall / and the⸗ 
ſe marchauntes that eſppe it / 
they go toſnatching / and blo⸗ 
.wpnge it out / and foꝛ the ſame 
pꝛyſe / (ell it vnto a nother / whi 


che in the lame place er ö 
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of marchauntes. 
it bp agayne. And my marchãt 
that layeth watche to ſnatchig 
and blowyng / x ſell to an other 
which (hall ſet it vp ſhoztely! x 
the marchaut ſnatchyng x blos 
wynge: and ſhall do thus all 
daͤye / wherby he ſhall fyndc hi 
Celfe riche ſhoꝛtly | foꝛ as pe le / 
al recourneth vnto him / monep 
and marchandyſe alſo. 

Alptell ware doth them mo⸗ 
che pꝛolpte / wheth' thet be gret 
marchautes oz lytell / foꝛ all cos 
menlp do ble it! the lyttel mars 
chauͤtes do fell it wzought in 
caͤdelles / but the great do lelle 
it by lompes / faſtyned vpo pas 
pet / oꝛ at a tayle of parchment, 
This Þ Iſap / is wel vnderſtã 
ded by officials legates / nota⸗ 
ryes / ſecretaries / of abottj / byl 


hops / archbiſhops x carpinal. 
The 


 inhts wꝛitynges / hath nat hid 


Panoz, 
fup pia 


The boke 


chates/ which is p lleyghteſt of 


all / holdeth his banke open vn 


to all folkes / conuertynge the 


leade vnto golde. There was 


neuer ſuch multiplyeng by Al 
kempſt (cen in this woꝛlde / as 


he and his doth kynde / to fpnde 


ſuche a vapne of golde vnder 
leade. The whiche Panoꝛzmi⸗ 
tanus the good marchaunte / 


whan by Ciceroniall eloquen⸗ 
ce / oꝛ at the leaſt barbarouſe he 


hath witten thus. Dicunt 


? aliqui, quod nuntij pape non ſat 


pumi de de aurati ſed plumbati: ſed dic 


. cect in 


g+0. p21? 


nihilominus , quod poſſunt dici 


ma in fi, de autati:quia dant plumbum & 


reportant aurum, (That is to 
(aye; Dome ſaye/that the meſ 
ſengers 


The gret Lucyfete / J wolde | 
ſay the gret loꝛde of theſe mar⸗ 


| 


2: c 


of marchantes 


ſengers of the pope benat gyb 


ted / but leaded: But thou fo: 
all that / ſaye that they may be 
gylted / foꝛ they gyue leade / 


and bere away golde. This is 
called woꝛbinge with the caſe. 


of the body: vnto ſuch a wozke 
man / all thynge is mete foꝛ to 
marchaunt with / and to robbe 
with. and foꝛ to hyde his mat⸗ 
ter the better / he receyueth the 
name of Sanctiſſime. 
Moꝛeouer | they: ſyngulare 
ſleightnes is wel ſhewed / wha 
that of nothinge they be comy 
mè vnto ſo gret goodes / which 
they haue vſurped x optayned 
in a maner all Þ rycheſſe of the 
erth:as realmes / duches / cöties 
p2tnctpalitics / baronpes / tow 
nes / loꝛdſhipstetes / heritages 
nenn 
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The boke 


all that/that mape be talked of. 
Tre wly / Jam a ſhamed to thi 
ke of it / they haue ſwalowed x 
| 571% all / they haue dyſhe 


ritcd kinges x pꝛinces / loꝛdes / 
marchãtes / burgeſes / a people 
of all eſtates / and all thts by Þ 
meancs at the firſt of their cou 
terfayt Jpocritiſſhe cotiterfats 
ted countinances: but nowe 


they be lo riche ⁊ puiſſant / that 
they witholde it by ſtrength / 


and they had rather Þ the heuẽ 


the erth / x the ſe / à all that that 


is in them / ſhulde be to gyther 
on a heape / ⁊ all molten / than 
any thinge ſhulde eſcape them. 
And foꝛ pᷣ cauſe / they rayſe vp 
# moue warres / debatj / noyſes 
t troubles. They burne / they 
lice/ they perſecute / they empꝛi 
ſone / they chaſe aw ape to their 

power 
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of marchantes 

power / all thoſe Þ ſpcke agalſt 
che. Of boki of holy ſcrypture 
they haue no nede / foꝛ to main 
tapn their mater:but they mais 
tayne it by ſtrõg hãde / as mur⸗ 
therers 4 theues wold do. 

O heup wolues / wolues i ſatia 
ble / p haue left nothing / but Þ 
pe haue dꝛawt it vnder yo? pas 


- wes. Sait Paull / hath ſo well 


ſpokẽ ot᷑ pou / whã he hath ſpo⸗ 
ke in this mauer. J know Þ af 
ter J am gone / there ſhall en⸗ 
ter tauiſchinge wolues / which 
(hall nat ſpare the flocke: Df 


founde fo: good marchaũtes / 


alonly pꝛeſẽt their marchidile 
£rs 


ſuche marchauntes/ is wꝛitten i. Ti. 
in the firſt vnto Thimothe / in int. 

Ezechiell / x many oth ; places. Eſa 3s 
Ff pe ſeke iniquite a mog mar i. e. 
chauntes there was neuer like Jude. 


The boke 
ſettynge it at certayn pꝛyſe / foꝛ 


them that wyll bye it / and non 


is conſtrapned foꝛ to bye oꝛ to 
take it. But theſe do otherwp⸗ 


ſe / foꝛ they conſtrayn the woꝛl⸗ 


Ela. . 


de tegoꝛoully / x whether they 

wyll oz nat / they muſte bebe 
palle they: blody handes / and 
they muſte nedes / and that at 


thepz pleaſures / bye their falſe 


maͤrchaundiſe / oz elles they be 


. app2oucd heritykes / who hath 


no monep / muſt gette ſome: pe 
and if nothing abyde behind , 
The mater is ſuch · Some po 
te mia decealcth / charged with 
wyke and mall chyldꝛen / the 
thynge is pytefull / and requy 
reth mercy/x the poꝛe wydowe 
to be confoꝛted / pe trewly and 
almouſe ought to be gyuen her 


\ | fozto lulapne ber and her hou 


ſeholde. 


> vw SS ww ee W > Y% I md '+& 


rr E....  —_, r 


1 
1 
, 5 
1 1 
* 5 
- 
: 
. : : 
: 


of maͤrchauntes. 
ſcholde.But in ſtede of this go 
de pꝛoulipon / theſe tn humaine 
and cruell marchauntes come 
and helpe to bndo her cleane / 
and they muſte haue (right oz 
wꝛonge) that / hat they demaũ 
de / bꝛed / wyne / olfringes / cans 
dels / oxe 02 cowe / gowne oz tas 
ket / good meale / and monep / 
and thus ſhall robbe her of al / 
and all this vnder the ſhadow 
of Requiem / Depꝛokundis / x 
And ſeynge we (Libera. 
be in hande of ſuche matters. 
Who euer hath kno we lyke in⸗ 
tquite a monge marchauntes/ 
as a monge theſes The which 
openly withoute a baſſhement 


oꝛ ſhame / do ſell that / that they 


haue no right to / and allo ſel it 
vnto the perſonnes / whole of 


right it is. pe / and that e 


Was 
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The bobe. 
is they lel one (clfthyng a thou 
(and tymes. Anlwere me · The 
belles of the churche / who cau⸗ 
| (ed the to be made / x whole be 
they? In lyke manet / the crthe 
of the churche # church paͤrde | 
whole is it x whece cometh it - 
hath theſe kalſe marchates bzo- | 
ught it with thee Js it of their 
fatherip inheritance: It is cer 
tayne that no: but it appertap⸗ 
neth vnto the comen people x 
pariſſhens. Than J demaũde 
whece cometh ſuch temcrarite/ 
to ſell the founde of the belles / 
whiche they haue nat cauled to 
be made / no2 alſo haue no paie 
wi the rynging of the / foꝛ they 
be ouerdayntteminſtrels. Oꝛ 
alſo to ſell x (el again the groũ 
de / that they haue no right to: 


Tre wp after their acuſtomed 
maner 


TT 
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of marchauntes. 
maner / it is a very dere groud 
which ſo oftẽtimes is ſo vniuſt 
ly payde foꝛ ja it is euer newe 
to beginne. Thep wil anſwer 
me (this J knowe well) that it 
is the right of their church / the 
which thinge J graunte them 
lyghtly: fo: pzoperly the right p,opus 


ofthe church is to ſnatch to tle quatt 


rauiſche / z robbe: which thiges 
is neuer done in the churche ol 
Jeſu chꝛiſt. And therfoꝛe ye po 
re people / conſpder of whoſe (p 


de thele marchantes be « Jeſu Math 


Chꝛiſt comandcth to gyue foz Tr, 

nothig / that that he hath gyut. 

and theſe miſcheuous x outra⸗ 

giouſe gret theues / do bargain 

x (cl the as befoꝛe: by this ſhe⸗ 

wig opfly / Þ they haue nothig 

comen with Chꝛiſt / ſhewynge 

the ſelues alſo to be a gret dele 
wozſe 
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| Theboke, 
woꝛſe than were the pooze Cas 
nancens / wha the good Sar⸗ 
ra reſted in god / which foꝛ the 
right ok lepultutre / wolde take 
nothinge of Abꝛaham: but he 
willynge to haue a pꝛetence of 
right in the lame lande / pꝛefy⸗ 
gured / that in tyme commyng 


accoꝛding vnto the diuyne pꝛo 


myſe / truely it chuld all be his / 
wolde nedes gyue money vnto 
Ephꝛon / ſonne of Seoꝛ / foꝛ a 
ccrtayne poſſeſſyon / wher ther 
was a double ſepulchze / d whi⸗ 
che poſſeſſpon was holy gyucn 
vnto him / and adiuged foꝛ he⸗ 
ritage / with the trees that we⸗ 
re there / and thus it is cretayn 
that this poꝛe panym toke nat 
monecp of Ibzahi foꝛ nothing: 
but gaue vnto him tight fay2e 
heritage / whiche theſe goodly 

. mar- 
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of marchantes. 
marchauntes do nat vnto the 
pooze people / foꝛ without ccal 
lynge / they take moche money 
helas ⁊ no mã can tel wherfoꝛe 
But koꝛ to palle tyme / is it 


nat a good ſyght to le lome ty⸗ 


me a cluſtex of conterfayt galo 
wes / gallantes J wolde ſaye 
to fyght / oꝛ at leaſt bꝛaule ops 
ly/foz hauing of the deed body 
oꝛ (to ſaye the trewthe ) the cas 


ryon of (ome perſone: Grayc 


againſt griſons / Franciſcanes 
agapnſt Dominicanes / Augu⸗ 
ſtins / agaiſt Carters / Carmes 


J wolde ſape / blacke agaynſte 
whyte / Smoky agaynſt pyed 


Blewe againſt Crolled / Pꝛe⸗ 
ſtes aͤgapnſt monkes / curates 
agaynſt chanons: and all ſuch 
lyke doggery / which ought to 
be dryuen awape / as rauons / 
and great maſttues. Ind this 

C that 


The boke: -- 
that I (aye / is manifc(h / 2 pet 
none can percepue by what ſpt 
rite thele marchaũtes be d2p- 
ucn x ledde. What dothe moue 
them to rone thus / without ſha 
me lyke dogges after the pꝛay / 
but onely they deſpꝛe / that they 
haue to maintapne their fatte 
bꝛowes / their howꝛdꝛy / oꝛ (as 
they lay) their eſtate / that is to 
ſape their glotonp / x ouer dain 
tye kytchẽ · It is well ſene / but 
none doth remedy it. | 
What you noble ⁊ vertuous pꝛi 
ces loꝛdes /t ladyes:why do ye 
nat loke on theſe marchadtes z 
And yet / nat withſtãding / that 
by pꝛide / Þ they will nat be vi⸗ 
ſited:pet haue pou / wheth ; thet 
wyll oꝛ no / auctoꝛite ouer the / 
Ro, n. and vnto you / it appertameth 
to chaſtyſe / to rozrecte [ and to 


put downe / the great excelle of 
| ſuche 
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of marchantes. 
fuche theues. | 
Than do it / that the ſayenge x; 11 
of E:aic be nar verpfied x fal 
vpon you. Thy pꝛinces be vn⸗ 
faithfull! fclowes vnto theues 
But rather that in the pꝛelẽce 
of the lyuinge god / whole na⸗ 
me ye bere. Wyo hathe gyuen 
you the power of the [werde / 
foz to vſe vnto his honour/defe 
ding the innocent / puniſſhige 
all euyll doers / ye may de fond 
faithfull x trewe/colentigvnto 
all goodneſſe ! reſiſting vnto p 
eupll we all your might foꝛ his 
ood wyl / fo2 vnto this ar you 
mitted by hi / x he onely max 
cralte you | 02 put you downe / | 11-4 
in the lyfe pꝛeſent and to come: | 
and ofthis be acertened / that it 
you go about fo2 to honout hi / 
he wyll honour ydu / if you ex⸗ 
alte ham he all exalte you. 411.4 
C. ii. By | 
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The boke 
By his wiledom / the kinges 


4520. s 020ayne holy thinges. And diſ 
2. Re. pilyng of the diuiue wyll and 
24, wyledom is cauſe of all eupls / 
3. Ren on kinges / pꝛinces / loꝛdes con 
treis and nations / which hath 
ben ſene by Dauid / Salomon 


Ezechie / Achab / Manaſſes / x 


other lyke. ⁊ one ought nat to 
haue frre foꝛ to à udunce the ho 
noure of god / as pooꝛe [ymple 
Sedechie had / feryng moꝛe Þ 
pꝛinces of Juda ⁊ Hieruſalem 
than the only god / nat beleuig 


Hie. 3: The which Sedechte fo2 all 5 
. 39 founde afterward true al that 


whiche the pphete had ſhewed 


dim / and was pꝛiuat from the 
welth / that was anouced vnto 


lum. Foꝛ it ig nat in the powze 


of men / to depꝛeut kynges of 
| | their 


rapne / # the loꝛdes gouerne / x 


the counſell of good Hieremie 
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| of marchauntes. 

| their crowncs:but only appers 
tayneth vnto god/ which trans 
ſpoſeth the kigdomes as it ple 
lithhim:the which alſo tfhe be 


O loꝛde / if we were ſo p26pt 
and wakinge foꝛ to pꝛocure the 
honour of god / as theſe coue⸗ 
toule marchates be pꝛompte ⁊ 

dilygent/ fo2 to be about theyz 
maters / ⁊ to be well ware that 
nothinge eſcape theym. Belas 
all wolde goo well. 

Of they: ſtudye x dilygence 
nedeth nat to be ſpokẽ of/cuery 


bodp ſeech it. They haue euer 


an. C. eyes watchynge / as the 
catte after the mouſe. Janus 
Btkros neuer ſee moze clerer 
back ward x foꝛzward. And if p 
belles rige in ani place (as thet 
call it) fo2 an obit: a they to go 


but god knoweth what fpgge 
ſpice 


wt you / who ſhal be agaiſt you Ro, s. 


5 
1 


ſpicc th 


their fabꝛicatiõs church / chaps 


| there they be / foz to vilyte the 
bꝛpdes beddde. 


The boke 
ere is amonge them. 
Ik the maiſter oꝛ maiſtris of 


à houſe be lycke / ſo that they be 
any thige riche: foꝛ pooꝛe folke 
thei care nat / ⁊ that they ſe anp 


appatence of deth / x thither go 
they / foꝛ to temtbꝛe their ſhop / 


pell / ſoe foũdation / yeres mide 
oꝛ other teſtamẽtall gifte. ME 


mape well crye / but they wpll 


neuer out of the place but they 


wyll haue ſome boty / and god 
knoweth what fineſſes / falſe- 


hedes / x ſubtelties / from daye 


to dapel is by this commptted. 
Of the houſe and houſeholde 
oz chyldꝛen / thynke who lyſte 
Co that they haue theyꝛ demaũ⸗ 
de / they care foꝛ no moꝛe. 


Jf any body be maried / and 


If 


o?.marchauntes. 
If any wommanlye in childe 
deed / and thyther tonne they ! 
to be at the fect, * 
To make ſhoꝛte / whether it 
be at lyfe oꝛat deth / they can es 
uer do thep2 p:ofpte / there is 
neuer none ende in theyꝛ buſys 
neſſe: it is euer newe to bes 
gynne. 
And foꝛ to diſpoſe their buſy 
neſſe the better after theit fa ⸗ 
cions / neuer one of theym doo 
marpe / to thentente that they 
mape the better vic their hoꝛe⸗ 
d2ye / to paſſe theyꝛ tyme / and 
to lyue without care. 
Concluſpon / it muſt be noted 
that among ſo gret a cohoꝛt of 
marchauntes / there is of two 
ſoztes/all foꝛ all that lyuing in 
tmpurenelle of virginite. Dbe 
of the whyche gouerne thep2 
buſy» 


and llayne by the / oz at the leſt 


The bone 
bulyneſſe / by great and rude ty 
rannp: the other by fayzehipos 
criſp. The firſt be thoſe which 
openly conſtrayne the people 
fo2 to bye their marchãdpſe / ⁊ 
there is no remedy/pe muſt go 
that wape / ozelles be martyꝛed 


to be excomunycat out of theyz 
ſynagoge . The other whiche 
haͤue nat ben of powꝛe to blur- 
pe ſuch might of cõmauͤdinge / 
they be cõmen by an other mea 
nes / that is to wytte / in appe⸗ 
ryng lyke pouctte)}bering wa⸗ 
lettes on their backes / louting 
with lo ſobze lokes:as Eſſeens 
Saͤduceens / oꝛ Pharizeens / 


thus haue ſold the ſelues. S6e 


tyme they haue gyue vnto ſyck 
folkes their dwne cote / pꝛeten⸗ 
ding ſome holpneſſe / the whp⸗ 
che loꝛ all that is payde ou 

|  ifter- 


pk marchantes 

afterward an hadzeth double. 
Thus can they ſubtilly wozke 
t bargai x neuer lap hàd to it. 
Than one map ſe theſe hipo 
crites theſe ſyne beeſt; ⁊ hoded 
bꝛethern / dowkig their hed; by | 
the waye/ werig maſkers gar⸗ | 
ment;/ marchautes ofth* good 
wo2k] à merites: as if thethad 
ſuch plẽty fo2 to Cell at their ple 
lures. And they haue gyuen to 
vnderſtande / that the fredes x | 
benefactours of their oꝛder / foꝛ | 
the merit] of theſe holy fathers 
haue clene gotten heuen / quen⸗ | 
ching the faith / puttig indark 0 
nes / the right holy name of Je 
ſu / and blaſphemynge openly 
the grace x mercy of the loꝛde 
god / the which is nat to be got 
ten bt merites oꝛ other wozkes 
oꝛ elles it ſhulde be no grace. 
And fo all that / by ſuch lyes x 
exqui⸗ 


The boke 
exquiſite fapningi / theſe arro 
gant ſuperſtions / theſe great 
vacaboundes / and mplcrable 
bellpes / cauſe them ſclucs to be 
fedde by the (imple people. 
Imap wel call thEmiſcrable 
fo2 vpoP crth there was neue 
eple moze bnhappy » This 
(aye is trewth : as tn ſhozte | 
tyme(tf J be nat let) J truſt J 
ſhall declare in a boke moꝛe at 
length / z ſo openly / p euery bo⸗ 
dy ſhall haue knowlege of it: 
nat foꝛ deſyꝛe 03 affectib that H 
haue (oz to ſap wꝛõge 02 puell / 
but to the entẽt that p ſhepe of 
Jeſu ch: may kepe thè ſelues 
from ſuche falſe pzophetes / the 
which out ward ſeme ſiple ſhey 
t inwardes they be rauiſſhige 
wolues. And alſo / that Þ tre we 
ſhepe / which be a mongelt the 
(foz ſurely there be (ome) may 
i 9 


of marchantes 
by the helpc of the great herd⸗ 
mi be delyuered. And in theſe 
thpngj we may not ſtande to p 
great nõbꝛe / to the multitude / 
vnto theyꝛ rycheſles x power / 
fo2 it is a great deale better to 
here poꝛe / Michee tha the four 
hundꝛeth pꝛophetes. The only 
Help / than al the ſacrifycrs of 
Baall. The good and ſymple 
Simeon and the aunctent wy 
dowe Fine / than all the phart 
ſtens / ſacrifiers / ſcribes / ⁊ doc⸗ 
tours / whiche had made a den 
of theues x murtherers of the 
houſe of god / whole ſucceſſoꝛs 
god graut vs ſhoꝛtly to knowe 
# to open them vnto all pꝛinces 
t loꝛdes / vnto people of knows 


that they maye well pꝛouyde 
foz theym / that the begeaunee 


lege ⁊ auctoꝛite / to thentente ! | 


t 
| 
: 
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The boke 
of god/do nat fall vpo the poze 
people / a bpon all the erthe. 

Tha after ſpeking ſom what 
ol theſe fpne marchãtes / J do 
deſiſt at this tyme / foꝛ ſpekige 
of a great heape of womt mar 
chates / which name the ſelues 
mokelſles: As noncs/ ancreſſes 
ſuſters / relygiouſes chanoneſ⸗ 
ſes / à ſuch other loꝛte of nittes 
reſeruinge this mater foꝛ ſome 
other ceaſð / which trewly hath 
faͤtteneſſe inough in it. 

At this tyme / if J haue puell 
(oz ouer lytell) ſapde: I remyt 
it hollp vnto the tugmet of wy⸗ 
ler mẽ / taithfull / and loucrs of 
truthe / whom J hibly require 
to encreaſe / amplifpe / x delate 
this / whiche ſo bꝛefely J haue 
bete paſſed ouer / ferig to anop 
the reders / by mp rude laͤgage. 
It ulfiſeth me / ſom what to 
ö haue 


of marchauntes. 

haue ſhewed the euyll / whiche 
hurteth vs ſo ſoꝛe / alonly to gi 
ue occaſto vnto people of good 
delpꝛe / Phere aftcr they maye 
loke moꝛe aduiſedly on thiges/ 
hoping fynally by the goodnes 
of the father of mercy / Þ (ome 
delyueraunce ſhall come of it: 
whom | we beleke of Hts grace 
to delpuer vs all / fro the dark 
neſſe of errour / of falſhcd / of 
Idolatry / ⁊ infidelyte: wherin 
we be myſerably fallen / foz by 
cauſe we haue lcfte his pure x 
holy wozdc/folowig our owne 
oppintons x foliſh fantaſtes. 

Fo: Sathã the temptour ey 2+ coꝛi. 
nemy of our ſaluation / by ſub⸗ . 
telte / ſttãſfygureth hiſelk in an 
gell of lyght / vnder ſhado we # 
colour of verytc/ x 1 0 
ſtãding the wyll of god. 4 
mong other thing / it wb 


Che boke. 


which was buryed by the haͤn⸗ 
des of god x Angelles / x vnto 
this pꝛeſent dape / neuer man 
coulde fynde his graue. Nat 


withſtading 5 the deuyll hath 


foꝛced hin lelfe oftymes foz to 
reuelate it x to ſhewe it: but Þ 
angcll of god hath reſyſted hi / 


the loꝛde / foꝛ trewly this falſe 
ſerpent wolde haue abuſed of 
the bodyc x bones / x relpques 
of this holy pꝛophet / thinking 
foꝛ to haue made it ſome plate 


of deuocton / ſome goodly pyl⸗ 
grimage / x apleſate ⁊ a newe 
maner to ſerue god / other than 
he hath cõmaunded / the which 


thinge the pꝛophetes afterwar 
des could nat haue cõdempned 
noꝛ rebuked / without beynge 


accuſcd manifeſtly of infidelite 


and 


by the bodye of Moyles / the 


callpng againſt hi the po wꝛe of. 


2 . / 


* & — „ — * wn 
— * * 
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of marchauntes. Y 
and malyce ſeinge the holynes 
and the great exellencye of the 
man / by who god had done ſo 
meruclonſe thyng ! / foꝛ the fo⸗ 
liſch men / without iugemẽt do 
beholde the wozkes of ſayntes 


allonly / a foꝛ get hi which doth 


ſuch woꝛkes by them. Trewly 
bnder ſuch apparace of trewth 
ſhulde the deuyll haue greats 
lye in this thing triüphed / as 
ſyns he hath done / x doth from 
day to dap / ⁊ goth about ſtil in 
many places / wyteneſſe ſaynte 


Renaulte of Parys: the god of abu⸗ 
the Jacopins at Berne / and lions. 


infyntte other abuſes. Helas 
what abhominacyon is hape⸗ 
ned in p woꝛlde vntuerſally by 
theſe meanes / Þ marchit;hath 


ſcraped well / polled well / and 
haue gathered well to gyther 
| by thys hole: hut if J wolde 
moze 


The boke. 
moze at large open / and delate 
that / p is hyd vnder p ſhadqw 
of this / there ſhulde be made a 
great boke by it (elf. Wherfoze 
I deffare that matter foꝛ an o⸗ 
ther tyme. Abydinge the helpe 
of the lozde. The which be to 
euer pꝛayſed / exalted / a magni⸗ 
fied by his only ſonne welbelo⸗ 
ued our loꝛde Jeſu chꝛiſt / why⸗ 
che haue purged vs with hys 
pꝛeciouſe blode. He be blclled 


in the wozlde of wozldes, Amẽ 


X Witte at Corinthe/ by your 
frende a louer( out of Frenche) 


Thom / wyld / wedy / harletty 


the . xiui. daye of Auguſt. 
Anno. M. D. xxxiiti. 


Lane, LO by 

Thomas Godfraye. 

. Capuuilegto. 
Kegalt, 


